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the poorest of the Indian people should be devoted to
any other purpose than providing a fund which might
relieve their future necessities. The new taxes have
been collected, and not a shilling of the money which
they yield has been devoted to the purposes to
which they were pledged. A few months after the
famine fund was called into nominal existence, the
invasion of Afghanistan was undertaken, and the
fund was absorbed in defraying the expenses of
this military expedition. It will perhaps be said that
the whole of the famine fund has not been devoted
to this purpose, and that a portion of it is to be
devoted to the partial remission of the cotton duties ;
for if these famine taxes had not been imposed, the
Indian Government would not have thought that
they could possibly spare the 200,0002. which the
reduction of these duties will cost the revenue of
India. But whatever conclusion may be adopted as to
the precise manner in which the money which was
intended to create a famine fund has been spent,
there can be no question that not a fraction of the
new taxation which was imposed for famine purposes
has been devoted to this object. The pledge which
was made to the Indian people has been alike broken,
whether the money which they have been called upon
to contribute has been expended for military purposes,
or has been spent in enabling the Government in part

G 2